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Barton St David Planning Statement 
Summary of consultation responses January 2021 

 
Introduction 
 
A consultation on BSD’s draft planning statement was carried out from December 2020 to 
January 2021. Residents were sent a link to the statement via the village email and Facebook 
page, copies were posted on the website and noticeboards and an article was placed in the 
village newsletter detailed how a paper copy of the statement could be obtained from the Clerk. 
Residents were invited to attend the online Parish Council meeting on 25th January to discuss it 
further as due to COVID 19 restrictions a public meeting was not possible. 
 
Thirty-three residents replied to the consultation from 21 households – around 9 per cent of 
households in the village.  
 
General points made by several respondents 
 
“Evolution without revolution and guided by the local community.” 
 
Overall, the planning statement was welcomed and supported by respondents. Some points 
were made by several residents. 
 

• A limited number of small developments are supported where they are in keeping with 
the scale, architectural and rural character of the village, maintaining its sense of 
community, its patchwork of open spaces and close to the centre of the village.  

 

• There should be no high-density development. 
 

• There is concern about the cumulative total of potential HELAA and brownfield 
developments. It was pointed out there is another potential brownfield site – farm 
buildings at top of Jarmany Hill. The PC should compare proposals with other similar 
sized communities. 

 

• It is important that some housing is properly affordable – starter homes for families and 
bungalows for downsizers. All development sites should include affordable housing. 

 

• There is much concern about road safety and parking. Narrow roads with no pavements, 
some with no verges, some with fast traffic, are very dangerous to walkers and should 
limit development. Specific areas identified are the length of Jarmany Hill, the tight 
corner at the bottom of Jarmany, and along Main Street to High Lane. Any development 
must have sufficient parking to avoid on-road parking. Village roads are narrow, and 
buses and emergency vehicles must get through. The example of the bottleneck at the 
social housing was given – despite allocated spaces, cars are parked on the road, with 
lack of vision at the crossroads. The green triangle at the top of Mill Road has been 
helpful for improving vision towards Keinton Mandeville. A parking area on Main Street 
serving the pub would be a good facility. 

 

• There is support for including small scale workshops and office spaces to increase 
opportunities for sustainable employment (possibly within housing developments). But 
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concern about traffic impact of large businesses eg large lorries through the village – 
worries this could not be controlled. 

 

• There is much concern about the poor state of drainage and sewage waste system in 
the village, including pollution storm water overloading sewage systems, which should 
be addressed prior to further development/made a condition of further development. 

 

• There are mixed views about streetlighting: in favour – safety; against – light pollution. 
 

• There is anger and concern about Somerset County Council dismantling small holdings 
and maintaining land with road access which would bring a higher price and selling land 
without public accountability. SCC should tell the PC before it sells land, and the PC 
should have first refusal.  
 

• There was some interest in residents purchasing land for community and environmental 
purposes – creating a greenbelt. The PC should show a plan of SSC owned land in the 
village. 

 

• Concern about plans for housing on Jarmany Hill. 
 

• Concern about potential for BSD becoming a suburb of Keinton Mandeville. Need to stop 
this happening. Buffer areas? 

 

• Buffer zones within developments may make them more acceptable. Planning 
department’s approach to a consistent street scene, following the line of existing 
buildings is not always appropriate, particularly when communities have strong 
alternative views. 
 

• More thought needed about the future of the village, its centre, facilities, employment 
opportunities etc. 
 

 
Comments on specific development proposals 
 
Land North of Laurels Farm on Mill Road –  
 
Numerous mentions to retain agricultural land also: 
 

• It is too damaging to the adjacent properties and would spoil the rural nature of that 
corner.  

• This area has been known to flood as long as l can remember. 

• Impact on properties lower on Mill Road which flood regularly. 

• Would represent a wholesale change in character of the village, is not supportable with 
the current infrastructure and would be unsafe. 

• Not suited to estate type development due to lack of foot paths to centre of village and 
proximity of sharp bend in road.  

 
 
Land off High Lane (opposite playing fields) 

• Infrastructure concerns must be addressed. 
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Brownfield site on Mill Road  
 
Considerable support for supporting local employment opportunities that will not increase heavy 
traffic. Also: 

• It may well be suitable for more expensive housing (like the eventual Laurels Farm ones) 
as these occupants are less likely to be walking anywhere! 

• Should provide free access to the Plotgate CSA site and the two other agricultural 
enterprises on Double Gates Drove 

 
Land off Main Street 
Main points raised concern support for pub parking as below: 

• A parking area fronting Main Street would be a good facility and push the housing 
eastwards towards the middle of the field. Bungalows would be the most appropriate. 

• Parking spaces for use by clientele of the Barton Inn should be mandated. 

• might be appropriate to widen Silver street to provide improved access without traffic 
passing into Main Street for access into village from Butleigh side  

• it really must include parking facilities for users of the pub, as well as the further parking 
to go with the new houses; probably at least 2 spaces per dwelling and 10 for pub users. 

 
 
Land off Church Lane 

• Access and road are awful. 
 
The future/community infrastructure levy 
 
There was interest in a discussion about how to make BSD a more cohesive and sustainable 
community in future. 
 
Suggestions for any CIL include:   

• Safe pedestrian and cycle routes on Peacock’s Hill. 

• Traffic free pedestrian and cycle route to Baltonsborough – ultimately Glastonbury. 

• Upgrading water drainage and sewage system. 


