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Parish Council Barton St David  
Clerk to the Council: Mrs Caron Potts  

Withy Lane Farmhouse, Silver Street, Barton St David, Somerton, Somerset.  
TA11 6DD Telephone 01458 850875 Email clerkbsd@outlook.com 

 

 Minutes of the Virtual Zoom Parish Council meeting held on  
Monday 25th January 2021 commencing at 7.30pm. 

 
 

Present: Cllrs D Pye (Chair), D Goodman (Vice chair), S. Cabble, C Heron, D Britton, D 
Rowley, C Kingston. 
 
In Attendance: Mrs Caron Potts (Clerk) 
South Somerset District Councillors: Charlie Hull and Tony Capozzoli. Somerset County 
Councillor Dean Ruddle  
 
10 members of the public  
 
Public Question Time 
 
Report of a cattle trough in the newly cleared ditch along the field at the bottom of Jarmany Hill.  
Action Cllr Pye to contact landowner.    
 
Reports from County and District Councillors  
Cllr Capazzoli highlighted that business grants are still availably and that £23m has been 
approved for the refurbishment of the Octagon Theatre in Yeovil. 
 
Cllrs Hull advised that there will be no Area East planning meetings until April as staff are 
being redeployed due to Covid. Planning decisions are being made by the chair, vicechair 
and ward members and then signed off by the council leader and chief executive. 
Blue plastic recycling bin collections will start w/c 21 June, general waste bins will then only 
be emptied every three weeks.  
 
Cllr Ruddle informed us that SCC had been given money to help with the Covid vaccine 
rollout and still has £9.5m in the budget to assist with any other Covid emergencies.  
 
Report from Speedwatch team - Speedwatch is suspended in the current lockdown but will 
recommence when able, they were able to hold one session in early January. 
 
Report from Footpath Officer – The roadside footpath sign is still missing from Path L 4/13. 
Action Chair/Clerk to follow up. 
 
Report from Police – none, apologies sent from our new community officer but currently has 
other priorities. 
 
Update on 01458connect - Richard Culley’s last update with Openreach was postponed so no 
further information available. 
 

AGENDA 
 
Meeting commenced at 8.01pm 
 
01.21   Apologies for Absence and to consider the reasons given. None 
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02.21 Declarations of Interest. Cllr Britton 09.21.3 
 
03.21 Exclusion of the Press and Public 
To agree any items to be dealt with after the Public (including the Press) has been excluded 
from the meeting. 06.21.9 Clerks new contract 
 
04.21   Minutes of November Parish Council Meeting  
To confirm and sign (when safe to do so) as a correct record, the minutes of the Parish 
Council meeting held on Monday 23rd November 2020. 
 
05.21 
Decisions 
20/00975/FUL. The erection of two detached two storey dwellings with associated access 
and parking. LOCATION: Land North of Laurel Farm Mill Road. Permission refused. 
 
20/03020/S73. S73 application to vary the restrictive condition (No.8) imposed on approval 
97/00611/FUL to enable the use of the building for both coin operated leisure equipment and 
to permit the rectification and compounding of spirits. Barton Lower Farm Gosling Street. 
Application Permitted with Conditions. 
 
Update 
In the absence of Cllr Britton being able to be heard Cllr Pye was authorised to advise that 
Plotgate were looking to raise funds to purchase land to enable access via Mill Road.  
Action Clerk add update to next months agenda. 
 
06.21 Resolutions 
1. Draft Planning Statement  
Cllr Heron reported that we had had a good response to the consultation, all incredibly 
supportive and appreciative of our recommendations. Resident views have been 
incorporated into the revised planning statement. Cllr Goodman thanked Cllr Heron for her 
considerable time and effort on this. 
RESOLVED Planning Statement adopted. Action Clerk Upload onto website. Forward to 
our DC and SCC and request a meeting to agree next steps. 
 
2. Data protection policy, privacy notice and email privacy notice 
RESOLVED policies adopted. Action Clerk to publish on the website and to look at other 
data policy requirements. 
 
3. Website update and review. 
The Clerk advised that a review of the whole site is being undertaken, that a new webhost is 
being used to enable cost effective use of generic emails. 
RESOLVED Cllrs to have generic email addresses on the website. 
 

4. Update from Wessex Water 
See email response from Wessex Water below. 
RESOVLED Action Clerk to continue dialogue and ask for more specific information and 
updates on timing.    
 
5. Dog poo bin costs and location  
RESOLVED Action Clerk ascertain if the poo bin was moved from Jubilee Wood to 
roadside whether it could be emptied at the same time as the new bin or alternative weeks. 
Request location preferences via the next newsletter. 
  
6. Internal auditor approval 
RESOLVED Action Clerk to liaise with auditor. 
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7. Confirmed amount for adult exercise equipment for playing field (previously resolved April 
2020). 
RESOLVED Parish Council will purchase all 3 items and the Village Hall and Dr Robinson 
will repay us accordingly in this financial year. Action Clerk to liaise with Village Hall. 
 
 
07.21 Actions from minutes not already covered / carried forward – all covered 
 
FINANCE 
 
08.21 Budget and 2021 Precept 
Review of estimated year end position and agree budget and precept for next year. 
Suggestion to keep precept at 2020 level of £10651. Agreed unanimously. Action Clerk 
submit precept by 29th January. 
 
09.21 Accounts for payment -To review and approve a schedule of items of expenditure.  
1. Clerks salary for December and January including new webhosting contract. 
2. P Farrant – reimbursement for padlocks for war memorial  
3. D Britton – Tree surgery  
4. Outdoor play equipment 
All approved unanimously. Action Clerk to arrange payments. 
 
10.21 Bank reconciliation and budget 
To agree the bank reconciliation figures against the bank statements and cashflow. 
Bank account – £2125.96, Savings account £22822.58. Approved unanimously 
 
11.21 Income received 
Business savings account - Interest received for December £9.71. Approved unanimously 

 
06.21.8. Clerks new contract  
RESOLVED new contract accepted 

 
12.21 Items for next meeting 
Website update 
Plotgate update 
 
Next meeting – Monday 22nd February 2021 7.30pm, venue TBC – assume virtual 
 
Cllr Britton’s Zoom connection was intermittent, but he confirmed his decisions via Zoom 
messages. 
 
Meeting closed at 9.18 
 
ACTIONS from the meeting 
Clerk 

1. Add update from Plotgate to next agenda 
2. Place Planning Statement on the village website and arrange meeting with DC & 

SCC.  
3. Follow up dog poo bin with Street Scene 
4. Appoint internal auditor. 
5. Reply to Wessex Water with new questions. 
6. Email Precept form. 
7. Upload privacy and data protection policies onto website 
8. Process agreed payments 
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Cllr Pye      
1. Contact landowner regarding cattle trough in ditch.    

 
 
APPENDIX – Wessex Water update 

Dear Caron, 

Thank you for sharing the information about the recent flooding that has been experienced in Barton 
St David. I am sorry to hear there has been more flooding in your community. I am also sorry to learn 
that you did not receive the response I prepared to your previous email.  

In response to the previous concerns that have been raised with regard to the capacity of the sewer 
system, we have undertaken a CCTV survey of the sewer in Barton St David and found areas of the 
sewer network where significant infiltration was taking place, allowing groundwater to get into the foul 
system causing a reduction in the capacity of the network. 

The survey identified parts of the sewer network that require attention with groundwater entering the 
public sewer (through manholes / junctions) and where private connections have been made into the 
Wessex Water sewers (through lateral connections). 
 
We are planning to reline a total length of 900m of the public sewer network in Barton St David in 
order to reduce the infiltration in the sections of the Wessex Water public sewer network,  
 
With regard to the addressing the groundwater infiltration from the lateral (private) connections 
(involving assets which Wessex Water do not wholly own), we will look to undertake the work at our 
cost.  

• For the lateral connections into the main sewers, we will require permission and access from 
landowners to the upstream end of the connections which may be on private property. 

• In locations where we identified high volumes of clear flow into the network from lateral 
connections, we plan to undertake further survey and investigation of the additional flows 
entering the sewer network providing we can gain access to the upstream end of the 
connections (which may be on private property). This will enable us to establish if additional 
relining is required. 

Please be aware that Wessex Water are not responsible for maintaining private foul drains (within a 
property boundary), which can also be a source of groundwater ingress. 

The proposed work to reline the sewers in Barton St David is currently awaiting approval. However, 

we currently plan to progress the lining work in autumn / winter 2021.  

With regard to your concerns about the capacity of the sewer network to accommodate future housing 
development in Barton St David, we expect the proposed works to deliver a significant improvement 
to the sewer network capacity. With regard to your concerns about the proposed development in 
Butleigh, the foul flows are pumped FROM Barton St David TO Butleigh. As a consequence, 
development in the Butleigh will have no impact on the sewer network in Barton St David. 

I hope this information is sufficient to assure you that we are committed to reducing the flooding that 
has been experienced in your community.  
 
Please can you ensure that any sewer flooding incidents are reported to our control centre on 0345 

600 4 600 so that we can ensure our Operations team are able to attend to investigate and assist with 
any clean up that is required. 
 
Kind regards, 
VICKY FARWIG 
FLOOD RISK COORDINATOR  07825 401024 
 


