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Parish Council Barton St David  
Clerk to the Council: Mrs Caron Potts  

Withy Lane Farmhouse, Silver Street, Barton St David, Somerton, Somerset.  
TA11 6DD Telephone 01458 850875 Email clerkbsd@outlook.com 

 

 Minutes of the Virtual Zoom Parish Council meeting held on  
Monday 22nd February 2021 commencing at 7.30pm. 

 
 

Present: Cllrs D Pye (Chair), D Goodman (Vice chair), C Heron, D Britton, D Rowley, C 
Kingston. 
 
In Attendance: Mrs Caron Potts (Clerk) 
South Somerset District Councillors: Charlie Hull and Tony Capozzoli. Somerset County 
Councillor Dean Ruddle  
 
6 members of the public  
 
Public Question Time 
 
The significant amount of housing development currently proposed for Keinton Mandeville was 
raised and the potential linear ‘encroachment’ into Barton. Cllr Ruddle stated that major 
development here was not sustainable due to our poor infrastructure, lack of pavements and 
amenities. 

 
Reports from County and District Councillors  
 
Cllrs Hull advised that there will be an Area East planning meeting next month and that the 
Unitary debate was still ongoing – possible outcome mid-Summer.  
Cllr Capazzoli confirmed that the phosphate and nitrates issue was ongoing, and planning 
was still being majorly affected. 
Cllr Ruddle stated that County agreed to a 4.99% increase in council tax with extra funding 
for Adult and Children’s services. He also warned of a shortfall in the budget next year. 
County elections will not take place this year. 
  
Report from Speedwatch team - Speedwatch remains suspended. Cllr Hull advised that the 
Charlton’s were looking to purchase a SID. Action Clerk to provide contact details. 
 
Report from Police – none 

AGENDA 
 
Meeting commenced at 8.01pm 
 
13.21   Apologies for Absence and to consider the reasons given 
Apologies accepted by Cllr S. Cabble 
 
14.21 Declarations of Interest - none 
 
15.21 Exclusion of the Press and Public 
To agree any items to be dealt with after the Public (including the Press) has been excluded 
from the meeting.  
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16.21   Minutes of January Parish Council Meeting  
To confirm and sign (when safe to do so) as a correct record, the minutes of the Parish 
Council meeting held on Monday 25th January 2021. Agreed unanimously. 
 
17.21 Planning - None 
 
18.21 Resolutions 
1. Planning Statement update 
Cllr Heron updated council on the actions from the planning discussion held with our District 
and County Cllrs – see notes below.  
RESOLVED arrange a meeting with Barry James, District planning officer to review HELAA 
village development comparison figures and statement. Action Clerk and Cllr Heron. 
Cllr Pye advised that varies email communications had taken place with Cllrs and the 
property developer regarding High Lane. The developer declined a meeting with the PC. 
RESOVLED Determine if he would be willing to meet with PC and District Councillors. 
Action Cllr Pye.   
  
9. Plotgate update (Brought forward to enable Cllr Ruddle to participate) 
Amy Willoughby outlined options to build an alternative access to enable them to expand 
their business. 3 options have been explored, 2 involve purchasing land from Somerset 
County Council which is prohibitive due to cost. The last requires access through the brown 
field site when it is possible developed sometime in the future. Cllr Capozzoli stated that he 
believed the developer would agree to this. Options continue to be explored. 
 
2. Email privacy notice 
The Clerk confirmed as part of our data and information review, an email had been sent to 
every private address in the Clerks contact list. It contained a link to our privacy notice and 
asked them to reply if they wanted their personal information deleted. 
RESOLVED Clerk to continue data review and remove personal data as requested.  
 
3. Website update 
The Clerk advised that updates were ongoing and generic emails should be operational 
soon. 
REVOLVED Cfwd to next meeting. Action Clerk progress website amends. 
 
4.Update from Wessex Water 
Further information obtained by the Clerk confirms that 7.5% of the 12km of Barton’s public 
sewers will be relined in the summer (exact date still to be confirmed). See map in appendix. 
Any new sewers serving new development, must be watertight to meet the Water Industry 
adoptable standards (Sewerage Sector Guidance and the Design Guide). They must also 
construct separate systems of drainage with no surface water connections permissible to the 
foul network. 
  
5. Dog poo bin update 
Information requested by Clerk but not received. 
RESOLVED Carry forward to next meeting. Action Clerk 
 
6. 01458Connect update 
The Clerk has been advised that the funding for this scheme is currently on hold, further 
announcements are expected the Chancellor’s Budget in March. 
 
7. Adult exercise equipment for playing field 
Installation due by the end of March. 
 
8. Request for donation towards churchyard grass cutting. 
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The Clerk made Cllrs aware of the legal advice issued by NALC was that funding could not 
be given to open churchyards, but some PC do choose to ignore this. 
RESOLVED Carry forward to next meeting. Action Clerk to research whether other local 
PCs make donations.    
 
19.21 Actions from minutes not already covered / carried forward 
 
Clerk - Appoint internal auditor. Clerk confirmed this had been done. 
Cllr Pye - Contact landowner regarding cattle trough in ditch. Cllr Pye confirmed that the 
landowner had been contacted. Cllr Pye reported that the blocked drainage ditch at the top of 
Mill Road had been cleared, thereby preventing overflow water from running down Mill Road. 
 
 FINANCE 
 
20.21 Accounts for payment -To review and approve a schedule of items of expenditure.  
1. Clerks salary for February £384.26 
2. Outdoor play equipment remaining 50% - £2494.78 (Excluding donation of £2,476.72) 
All approved unanimously. Action Clerk to arrange payments. 
 
21.21 Bank reconciliation and budget 
To agree the bank reconciliation figures against the bank statements and cashflow. 
Deposit account - £18832.24, Current account £2989.76, Total £21822.00 
Approved unanimously. 
 
22.21 Income received 
Business savings account - Interest received for January £9.66, Play equipment donation 
£500. 

Approved unanimously.   
 
23.21 Items for next meeting 
Dog poo bin 
PCC request for donation 
 
Next meeting – Monday 29th March 2021 7.30pm, venue TBC – assume virtual 
 
Meeting ended at 9 20pm 
. 
 
ACTIONS from the meeting 
Clerk 

1. Obtain and forward Charlton’s Speedwatch details onto Barton Coordinator 
2. When advised, arrange planning officer meeting 
3. Research PCC donations locally 
4. Progress website updates 
5. Process agreed payments 

Cllr Pye      
1. Contact Sean Reynold to ask for consent to a planning meeting with DC    

 
Cllr Heron 

1. Update planning data  
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APPENDIX  

1. Planning Statement update 
 

Notes from Informal planning meeting Wednesday 10th February 12pm 

Present – Parish Cllrs Pye, Heron and Rowley, District Cllrs Capozzoli and Hull, Somerset CC D Ruddle 

(part time), Clerk C Potts.  

Background 

The meeting was called following the adoption of our Planning Statement to determine what the 

next steps should be. Specifically discussed were 

Item 1 

• How can we work with SSDC and SSC to ensure that we have fair development and are not 

penalised by the availability of SSC land?  

• How can SSDC actively limit development to a fair and appropriate level? 

Item 2 

Potential for workshops/employment opportunities on brownfield site as identified in planning 

statement. 

Notes 

• The land identified in the HELAA report is only an expression of interest not necessarily 

intent and it over supplies the current 5 year need for housing. 

•  Everyone agreed that the number of potential properties for Barton St David looked 

excessive in comparison with other Area East locations. 

• Working with property developers will gain a more desirable outcome for all concerned. 

• Our planning statement has no legal status, but it does prove that we have consulted with 

residents and their views have informed the final document.  

• Houses to the highest environmental and energy efficiency specifications are looked upon 

significantly more favourably by SSDC planners and district councillors. 

Actions 

1. Invite Sean Reynold to a meeting with PC representatives and Cllrs Capozzoli and Hull to 

discuss plans for whole of the field on High Lane in relation to potential for highest 

sustainability standards. 

2. Invite Barry Jones from the DC Planning office to a meeting to discuss our thoughts and 

concerns for the development of the village. 

3. Obtain an update on the brownfield site on Mill Road – Cllr Capozzoli confirmed that this 

was still progressing, but current phosphate issues are slowing it down. The site still needs 

clearing, the potential developer is considering a mix of small workshops and housing.  
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2. Wessex Water – relining map 

 

 


