
           Barton St David Parish Council 
 

Clerk to the Council: Mrs Caron Potts  

Withy Lane Farmhouse, Silver Street, Barton St David, Somerton, Somerset.  
TA11 6DD Telephone 01458 850875 Email clerkbsd@outlook.com 

 

 Minutes of the Virtual Annual Parish Council meeting held on  
Monday 26th April 2021 commencing at 7.30pm. 

 
 

Present: Cllrs D Pye (Chair), C Heron, D Britton (joined 7.37), C Kingston. 
 
In Attendance: Mrs Caron Potts (Clerk) 
South Somerset District Councillors: Charlie Hull and Tony Capozzoli. 
Somerset County Councillor Dean Ruddle  
 
8 members of the public              
 

   
A G E N D A 

 
1. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies accepted from Cllr S Cabble and Cllr D Rowley 
 
2. Minutes of the previous Annual Parish Meeting held on 29th April 2019  
Confirmed the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 29thApril 2019 where accurate and will 
be signed (when safe to do so) as a correct record. 
 
3. Matters Arising - none  
     
4. Chair’s Report on behalf of the Parish Council 
 
We started off the year with a Pandemic and Lockdown and with no meetings face to face allowed 
we started using Zoom for online meetings. This was surprisingly successful, and we got very good 
audience levels and participation. In March, Cllr Denise Goodman was appointed deputy chair. A 
very effective support group was set up to help villagers who needed help shopping during the 
pandemic. Investigations started on researching a new access road for Plotgate which is still 
ongoing. In April our successful Speedwatch ream was temporarily suspended. The big issue in 
May was the secret sale by the County Council of the field on the corner of Mill road to a developer. 
The PC and residents asked searching question of the County Council. An application to build 
houses on the field was rejected unanimously by the PC and promoted a flurry of objections from 
residents. Negotiations with Wessex Water were started over drainage issues in the village. The PC 
obtained quotes for refurbishing of the telephone box and acquiring a defibrillator.  
 
In June we had the very sad news that our hardworking and much appreciated Cllr Peter Robinson 
had passed away and a minute’s silence was observed in his memory. The PC decided to continue 
the many projects that Peter had started. The tree group run by Cllrs Goodman and Heron was 
really getting underway with new plantings. A reply from the County Council over the sale of land 
was received saying the CC can sell land to whoever it wants and doesn’t have to inform the PC. 
The matter will be taken up again by the PC. The PC joined the Countryside Charity who had 
proved very useful in fighting the proposes houses to be built on the Mill Road field. July saw the 
completion of work on the telephone box as a book and media exchange although we couldn’t use it 



until the pandemic was over. A defibrillator was acquired and fitted to the Village Hall wall. The PC 
thanked Peter Farrant for his hard work on this and fitting shelves in the telephone box.  Plans for 
website improvements were made along with the removal of some of the trees on the telephone box 
green. 
 
No meeting in August so in September the level of interest in the village for the 01458 Connected 
campaign to bring fast fibre internet to the premises was gathered. Speedwatch recommenced and 
Dave Rowley was welcomed as a new Cllr. John Harrington was thanked for his work on the PCs 
website to make it compliant with the new standards as he was standing down in that role. The PC 
reported on long terms plans to build houses on the old lorry park in Mil Road and had met with the 
developer.  In October a footpath sign had been removed and a complaint by a dog walker about 
the behaviour of a landowner was reported. A presentation of the Solar Street project to provide 
lower cost PV panels to properties was made. The PC welcomed new Cllr Claire Kingston to the 
council. Paul Eitzen was thanks for the work he had undertaken to make possible our 
Remembrance Day celebrations. A grant was given Barton playschool for equipment. A signpost in 
the centre of the village that had been damaged by a lorry was repaired and reinstated. 
 
November saw the start of another lockdown and Speedwatch was once again suspended. Edward 
Rice agreed to take on the task of PC webmaster. There was no December meeting so next one 
was in January 2021. The decision came through from SSDC that the two houses proposed for the 
field on the corner of Mill Road had been refused planning permission following over 33 objections 
from the PC and villagers. Our new draft planning statement had received a very good response 
and was formally adopted. It is an to attempt to alleviate any surprise land sales by the County 
Council. It was resolved to contribute towards the cost of installing open air exercise equipment on 
the playing field. The annual budget was agreed along with the precept which will remain the same 
as last year. 
 
In February it was resolved to arrange a meeting with the county council over the adoption of our 
planning statement and to get some clarification on future land sales. A proposal to build three 
properties on the High Lane field was put to the council. This site was identified in our planning 
statement as potentially suitable for development and it was agreed to support a suitable application 
when it came to the PC for comments. Dan & Amy gave a presentation on plans for Plotgate 
Community farm which was well received. Our hard-working Parish Clerk, Caron reported on 
communications with Wessex Water to do extensive repairs to drains in and around the village. The 
work is due to start in April and involves several road closures. The PCs annual audit was agreed. 
Our March meeting resolved to consider the part purchase of a speed indicator (SID) to use around 
the village. The adult exercise equipment had been installed in the playing field. A request to fund 
grass cutting in the churchyard was agreed. The council was sorry to hear that Cllr Goodman was 
resigning and thanked her for all the work she had undertaken during her time with us.  
 
Chair, David Pye, April 2021 
 
5. Open Public Forum 
Thanks were expressed to the PC for all that had been achieved over the last year in exceptional 
circumstances. 
It was raised whether meetings could continue to be viewed online when normal meeting resume.  
 
6. Close of Meeting – 19.47pm 
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