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Barton St David Parish Council Tree Policy 
 
Adopted 22nd November 2020 

 
Introduction 
 
Trees, hedgerows and woods are an important part of our landscape. They provide rich habitats 
for the UK’s increasingly pressured wildlife, they combat climate change by sequestering CO2, 
they intercept rainfall and reduce runoff and flooding. They are also much loved and a source of 
inspiration and beauty. The therapeutic power of trees is widely recognised and there is a strong 
connection between trees, nature and wellbeing. 
 
Trees are under attack from disease, climate change, development and poor management. 
Tree coverage in South Somerset is low: 4% compared to the national average of 12%. Prior to 
the 1970s, South Somerset’s dominant tree was the elm which succumbed to the Dutch elm 
disease epidemic. Now the dominant tree species in woods and hedgerows is the Ash. Once 
again, owing to a lack of species diversity, South Somerset will be disproportionately affected by 
a major tree epidemic. The predicted impact of Ash dieback is 40 times worse than that of Dutch 
elm disease. 
 
Trees in Barton St David 
 
Barton has some magnificent oak trees and other mature trees, such as those around the 
playing field. In 2013 a major tree planting event took place, with 800 native trees and shrubs in 
Diamond Jubilee Wood, including 20 community orchard fruit trees. The wood is establishing 
well with very few losses.  
 
There is great interest in planting trees in the village. Many people are adding trees to their 
gardens and some have plots where they are planting woods, copses and orchards. A Tree 
Network was set up in 2019 (work paused during Covid-19) and take-up of South Somerset 
District Council’s (SSDC) 2019 free tree scheme was high. Barton St David Parish Council (PC) 
has a long-standing tree warden who is active in promoting tree planting and care. 
 
A meeting of the Tree Network in February 2020 agreed the role of the Network and 
recommended that the PC’s tree policy should have two strands: 

• PC responsibilities. 

• Community activity through the Tree Network. 
 
Tree planting principles 
 

• The right tree, shrub or hedge should be planted in the right place. 

• Trees, shrubs and hedges need to be cared for. 
 
PC general responsibilities 
 
The PC will: 
 

1. Appoint at least one dedicated Tree Warden to inform and advise the PC, to lead on 
tree-planting projects, to work with the Tree Network and to liaise with SSDC tree officer. 
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2. Regularly communicate with village residents about the value of trees and hedges and 
work done through the Tree Policy and by the Tree Network. 

 
3. Look for suitable sites for planting new trees and carry out tree and shrub planting 

programmes. 
 

4. Support the work of the Tree Network in increasing trees, shrubs and hedges. The initial 
priority is to undertake a survey to map trees and hedges, identifying important trees that 
might need a tree protection order, opportunities for planting, and trees that may be 
vulnerable to disease. 

 
5. Apply to SSDC for tree protection orders (TPOs) when appropriate. 

 
6. Allocate a budget to support the Tree Policy and work of the Tree Network. 

 
7. Consider opportunities to support the creation of new community woodlands. 

 
Replanting removed trees 
 

8. When applications to SSDC are made to remove a tree, and agreement is given, the PC 
will, whenever possible, request that a suitable replacement is planted. 

 
9. The PC will seek an agreement with SSDC that a replanting condition be included in all 

consents that are granted in the village. 
 

10. Where a tree is to be removed without requiring consent, the PC will encourage owners 
to plant a replacement. 

 
Trees subject to planning consent or TPO 
 

11. The PC will monitor whether all trees, shrubs and hedges on development sites which 
are a condition of planning consent (existing trees or newly planted) remain in place, are 
planted, and survive. The PC will initially try and resolve any problems with the 
developer/owner informally but will notify SSDC tree officer of non-compliance with 
planning conditions on development sites where necessary. (Where trees are lost the 
developer has an obligation to replace any losses for a period of five years.) 

 
12. The PC will monitor that any tree subject to a TPO is thriving. It will initially try and 

resolve any problems with the owner but will inform SSDC tree officer where necessary. 
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Appendix 
 

Barton St David Tree Network 
 
Our aims 
Barton’s Tree Network is made up of local people who love trees and want to contribute to 
reducing climate change and improving biodiversity by increasing the number of trees, shrubs 
and hedges planted, and by caring for our trees. The Network is supported by BSD Parish 
Council as part of its Tree Policy and by BSD PC’s Tree Warden/s. 
 
Our principles 

• The right tree, shrub or hedge should be planted in the right place.  

• Trees, shrubs and hedges need to be cared for. 
 
What we will do 
 

• Share information and advice. 
 

• Share trees and plants. 
 

• Share practical help in planting and caring for trees. 
 

• Run events to promote tree and hedgerow planting and caring for trees. 
 

• Identify free or low-cost trees and plants 
 

• Undertake a census of the trees and hedgerows in Barton: number, types, condition.  
 

• Identify potential land for more tree planting 
 

• Plant trees and hedgerows and inform the Tree Warden/s 
 

• Care for new trees so they thrive; identify failing trees and inform the Tree Warden/s. 
 

• Keep records of the numbers of new trees and hedgerows planted in BSD 
 

• Work with other parishes and groups to promote tree and hedgerow planting across the 
Brue area and beyond. 


