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Barton St David Parish Plan Review 
Introduction

The Barton St David Parish Plan was produced following an extensive 
consultation process during 2008 – 2009. The full edition of the plan can be 
viewed on the Barton St David website; a condensed version was delivered 
to every house in the village and further copies are available on request. 
The aim of the plan was to “bring together the views, needs and opinions 
of the community in a way that gave everyone the chance to take part in 
guiding future development”. Six years later it is time to review the extent 
to which the aims have been met and the actions carried out. The original 
research identified nine areas which impacted the lives and concerns of 
the residents and the same headings are used in this review.

The validity of the review depends upon reliable evidence. Members of the 
public are encouraged to express their views at Parish Council meetings 
and matters of concern often become future agenda items. The minutes 
show evidence of how concerns are taken up and acted upon. In May 
2014 the Parish Council organised an Open Day in the Village Hall which 
was attended by about 60 villagers. Displays of information relating to 
each area of the plan were mounted and people’s views were gathered 
through their responses to a questionnaire. A representative of the Parish 
Council attends Village Hall meetings so that a wide range of opinion is 
sought, good communication is established between the Committees and  
co-operative ventures are undertaken.

The review lists the aims that were identified in the first plan and describes 
the actions that have been taken so far. Progress is summarised at the end 
of the review. This is followed by a list of new aims for the future and it will 
be the job of the newly constituted Parish Council to decide how to put 
them into action.

April 2015



4

Communication
“Improve communication channels within as well as to and 

from the village.”

Lobbying for the introduction of 
superfast broadband [1] has been 
highly effective and the village 
has “gone live” far in advance 
of neighbouring villages. Many 
residents have signed up with 
their chosen provider and there 
is a dramatic improvement in 
broadband speeds, sometimes as 

much as 20 to 30 times faster.  Problems related to the ageing infrastructure 
are now better understood but questions are still being asked about 
whether the old BT metal telephone cables are fit for purpose. Customer’s 
phone-line complaints are addressed on an individual basis as faults occur. 
Mobile reception has improved somewhat but coverage is poor in parts of 
the village and on some networks. 

The red phone box remains in place and features in the Emergency Plan 
[2]. An email distribution list is held by the newsletter editor and this can 
be used to disseminate last-minute or urgent information to people who 
have opted to have their email addresses listed.

As well as the permanent notice boards, temporary signs are used to 
good effect on the village green to alert people to village activities. The 
newsletter, delivered to each house by a team of volunteers, has been 
increased in size and scope to share information and to advertise a wide 
range of activities. The original website has served the needs of the village 
well but now new technology is being used to create an expanded site. 
Nominated individuals, representing village organisations, will be able to 
access and control the content of their own pages. The Parish Council is 
responsible for the initial costs of commissioning the new website.
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Community Safety
“Maintain, and continue to promote, the feeling of safety 

and security in the village.”

Following investigation, it was not found practical or necessary to install 
a light in the bus shelter.

Neighbourhood Watch and Farm Watch signs are displayed in various 
parts of the village. The Neighbourhood Watch Scheme is managed by 
a co-ordinator whose details can be found on the website. The Police 
Community Liaison Officer informs the co-ordinator of any local concerns 
and these are relayed to a network of individuals who alert households in 
their part of the village. The co-ordinator writes occasional reports in the 
village newsletter and responds to individual concerns to give advice on 
where to seek further assistance.

Occasionally, opportunistic thefts occur and 
security issues are on the agenda at Parish 
Council meetings. We rely upon warnings 
from the PCSOs about any criminal activity 
in the area; they are willing to attend village 
meetings on request and respond promptly 
when advice is sought.

PCSOs 8909 Hayley Barber and 7467 Timothy Russell
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Education and Life-long Learning
“Ensure that information about adult education is readily 

available.”

Information is made available in the local press about educational and 
recreational courses and occasionally classes like Pilates are held in the 
Village Hall. The website and the newsletter are used to share information 
about courses as well as about social events. 

Although not specifically mentioned in the original plan, it is good to report 
that Barton Pre-school still functions, 
providing early learning opportunities. 
When pupil numbers were low, positive 
steps were taken by the Village Hall 
and Playing Field Committee to assist 
financially until numbers increased. 

The History Club is well established and 
there are already so many members that 
the group will be meeting in the village 
hall on a regular basis. Members share 
their findings and information and 
guest speakers will be invited to give 
presentations. Meetings are open to all.
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Employment and the Economy
“Make it more feasible for people to set up businesses in the 

village and to make skills known.”

Access to superfast broadband will encourage residents to set up businesses 
and to stay in the village. With the assistance of Connecting Devon and 
Somerset the Parish Council hopes to provide some information/courses 
for villagers and local businesses about utilising the faster broadband. A 
directory of skills and businesses has been collated [3] and is regularly 
updated, it appears on the website. 

The last County Farm, Laurels Farm, was sold by Somerset County 
Council and there are now no commercial dairy units in Barton St David. 
Agricultural activities continue in the form of smallholdings which are 
run by local people who travel short distances from their homes to care 
for animals and crops and this includes a small flock of alpacas. Land 
still remaining in the ownership of the County Council is mostly let to 
individuals for grazing or growing crops. Planning permission was given 
for a large greenhouse enterprise [4] but this is not yet in operation. The 
units at Jarmany Hill provide premises from which people run a variety 
of enterprises. Additionally many people, in a range of occupations,  work 
from home.
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Environment and the Countryside
“Promote continuous improvement and maintenance of 
the environment. Promote sustainability and respect for 

the rural heritage of the village for present and future 
generations.”

In May 2014 a survey of drainage in the Mill Road/Plot Gate area was 
undertaken by a local volunteer. His findings “Barton St David - Drainage 
Issues” can be read on the website. 

There are many issues relating to failing or inadequate infrastructure 
which have to be dealt with on an individual basis. Maintenance of drains, 
ditches and culverts is a significant issue and all problems that are reported 
to the Parish Council  are passed on by the Clerk to the relevant authorities 
at South Somerset District Council or Somerset County Council. This 
includes the management of water-courses at Hurtle Pool. Reference to 
a leaflet giving advice about the rights and responsibilities of riverside 
ownership from the Department of the Environment appears at the end of 
this review [5]. This covers both riverside and culvert ownership.

Many residents are generating their own power using solar technology 
and all recent housing developments have reached high environmental 
standards of energy saving. The Village Hall benefits substantially from the 
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solar panel array on the roof. Other possibilities for harnessing power have 
recently been brought to the attention of the Parish Council and further 
investigation will be undertaken. 
 
Tootle Bridge [in the Parish of Baltonsborough] has been repaired and 
a road scheme put in place to try to protect the fabric of the bridge. 
Village pavements are generally satisfactory although the nature of the 
road network means that there are places where they cannot be provided. 
Footpaths are well-maintained by an active Footpaths Officer. Many stiles 
have been repaired and improved during the last six years. Owners of land 
adjacent to pavements and footpaths are responsible for ensuring that 
overgrowth of hedges does not impede pedestrians. There are concerns 
because one particular public footpath has become vulnerable to use by 
vehicular traffic. New developments have mandatory site splays which 
enable maximum visibility for pedestrians and drivers so that there is 
improved safety for road users.  The lower access to the children’s play 
area needs improvement and this is in hand as part of the new play area 
scheme.

Household and garden waste disposal is regular and efficient with good 
opportunities for recycling most kinds of materials.  

The Barton Diamond Jubilee Wood had not been devised when the Plan 
was written so it is a pleasure to report that the wood is already a beautiful 
feature of the village. A Tree Warden promotes the preservation of trees 
througout the village. Dog waste bins have been provided near this facility. 
Signs requesting the removal of dog waste have been put up in strategic 
places around the village and we rely upon responsible owners to keep the 
village clean.

The land upon which the War Memorial stands is registered with the Land 
Registry in the ownership of the Parish Council. Plans have been drawn 
up to clean and renovate the monument and its surroundings in order to 
commemorate the centenary of World War 1. The Parish Council awaits 
quotes for the building work from local building firms.
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Tootle Bridge
1982

Broadclose Way
c1950s

Village Hall
1988

Post Office
c1920s
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Tootle Bridge
2012

Broadclose Way
2015

Village Hall
2015

Virginia House
2015
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Housing and Land
“Endeavour to retain the rural character of Barton St David, 

within the scope of planning policy.”

The thirteen homes for rent at Fairview Close are occupied by people 
who have close local ties. The need for these homes was proved by an 
independent housing survey [6], so approval was given for the houses to 
be built on an “exception site”. The site selected is at the crossroads in the 
centre of the village in order to promote community cohesion. 

A development of six large homes, initially described as being “suitable for 
down-sizing”, is nearing completion at Laurels Farmyard. The farmyard 
development was allowed because the yard was considered redundant for 
agricultural purposes and it was thought that the original design of the 
estate would fit in with surrounding homes. The terms of the planning 
consent respect the integrity of Marsh Lane so a continuous, mixed green 
hedge has been planted at the rear of the plots. 

Other occasional applications for in-filling between existing buildings, or 
to significantly enlarge existing homes, have been approved in the last six 
years.  The growth of smallholdings has led to planning consents being 
granted for barns and storage facilities on previously undeveloped fields.
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The County Council has retained possession of many acres of land with 
road access. Residents will need to consider how the village might develop 
in the next decade. Barton has absorbed over 20 new dwellings in the last 
few years. To avoid an increase in traffic movements, and to preserve the 
rural nature of the village, many villagers consider that only occasional 
conversions or in-filling applications for single dwellings should be 
approved during the life of the recently adopted Somerset Local Plan [7].  
Planning applications are discussed at Parish Council meetings and the 
agenda is displayed on the notice boards and on the website in advance. 
All are encouraged to attend to express their views. 
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Leisure and Amenities
“Ensure that the village amenities are used to their full 
potential to fulfil the needs of the current population.”

Regular social and cultural events take place . They are promoted through 
the Parochial Church Council, Village Hall and Playing Field Events 
Committee, the Carnival Committee and the Barton Inn.  Notice boards, 
the newsletter and the website are used effectively to advertise events. The 
committees constantly strive to repair and up-date the Church, Village 
Hall and Playing Field facilities in order to comply with regulations and 
to maximise the use of the amenities.  Where possible, grant funding is 
sought to carry out these activities and a great deal of work has been done 
to complete and submit these applications.

There is no longer a “welcome leaflet” produced for new residents and this 
needs further consideration but in general, the recruitment of volunteers 
has been very successful with people willing to give time and expertise to 
researching and promoting different projects. History and croquet clubs 
have been inaugurated this year. 

Plans for the new play area are coming to fruition and equipment will be 
provided which is suitable for older as well as younger children to use. 
Access for all through the lower gate of the playing field, and in particular 
for children’s buggies and mobility aids, will be upgraded during the 
refurbishment and expansion of the play area. 
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Traffic and Transport
“Ensure that the transport infrastructure that serves Barton 
St David is best suited to the requirements of the residents 

and that traffic passes through the village safely, with 
minimum risk to residents, road users and pedestrians.”

A traffic speed survey was carried out by Highways and this confirmed the 
need for speed limits in the village. The scheme has been put into operation 
with repeater signs along side roads and these have proved to be not too 
intrusive. Parking remains a problem in some areas and road markings 
have been put in place to deter inconsiderate parking. The Fairview Close 
and Mill Road developments were planned with parking bays behind the 
properties so that parking on the road should not be needed.

Buses run regularly to Street and to Yeovil. It is unlikely that these fit in 
with most people’s work schedules but residents do use the bus service and 
this contributes to a reduction in traffic movements. The only practical 
way to access the regular train services from stations at Yeovil and Castle 
Cary is by car.

During times of heavy rainfall, disruption has been caused by flooding 
on some roads into and out of Barton. Local residents put out road signs 
to warn of danger. The water courses at the lower end of Jarmany Hill, at 
Hurtle Pool, are awaiting attention from the Highways department.
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Youth
“Ensure that the needs of the young people of Barton St 

David are addressed.”

Teenagers are actively encouraged to attend meetings and to advise the 
Village Hall and Playing Field and the Carnival Committee. The views of 
children and parents were canvassed in relation to the refurbishment of 
the play area.  As a result a wider range of equipment for all ages will be 
provided.

It was not found to be practical to set up a Sunday school in Barton as 
provision is already well-established in Keinton Mandeville at the Church 
and Chapel. Young people of Barton are regular users of the Youth Group 
which meets at the Methodist Chapel and also of the Multi-Use Games 
Area, MUGA, which has been established beside Keinton Village Hall. 

It has not been possible to identify a youth leader nor to provide activities 
specifically for young people in Barton, but there is an active and very 
successful football team which attracts young players. The tennis court 
is also well-used by people of all ages. An extremely active Scout group 
continues to thrive in the Village Hall and an Explorer Scout group is just 
about to begin for girls and boys aged 14 to 18 years.
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Coaching on the Tennis Court

Tootle Bridge protection scheme



18

Summary

This review highlights the 2009 aims that have been achieved.  Some 
aims require further action and are listed in the ‘New Aims’ section.  
Following investigation some aims are no longer relevant. Improvements 
to communication networks have enabled progress to be made in relation 
to many issues and have generally had a positive effect across all areas of 
the plan.

In relation to the development of the built environment, the Local Plan 
2008 – 2028 has only just been adopted by South Somerset District 
Council so there has been no opportunity to examine the implications that 
it holds for a small village like Barton. The village has absorbed significant 
development in the form of twenty dwellings in the last six years. Unless 
a specific need can be demonstrated, and the infrastructure and amenities 
can be improved, then most responders feel that no further building 
developments should take place other than occasional infilling. 

An effective Parish Plan will always be “work in progress”.  The next Parish 
Council review of the plan will take place in four years time and needs 
the continuing involvement of volunteers who are already making an 
invaluable contribution. 
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New Aims

•	 Work with Connecting Devon and Somerset and other agencies to 
ensure that superfast broadband is available and used to full advantage 
by households and businesses.

•	 Continue to ask questions about inadequate infrastructure in relation 
to all mains services whether the responsible body is the District or 
County Council or another agency.

•	 Work with and support other committees to promote the use of the 
Village Hall as a hub for learning as well as for social activities for 
people of all ages. Support moves to keep The Barton Inn open.

•	 Complete the proposed renovation of the War Memorial as a    
commemoration of the Centenary of the First World War.

•	 To promote activity for all ages. Continue to maintain public footpaths. 
Consider the possibility of re-printing the “Health Walks” booklet 
written by the Footpath Officer.

•	 Continue to maintain our rural environment. Promote sustainability 
by limiting, when possible, any further increase in traffic movements. 
Promote the use of renewable energy and information about energy 
saving. Promote the use of land for agricultural purposes.

•	 Work with South Somerset District Council to discover the 
implications for Barton of the newly adopted Local Plan and publicise 
this information through the website and at Parish Council meetings. 
Use this knowledge to inform decision making in relation to future 
planning applications.

•	 Continue to consult with young people to work towards developing 
further provision for their needs.

•	 Underpinning the aims must be an informed awareness of the impact 
of environmental change.
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Should you have any questions or queries about this review or the Parish 
Plan in general please contact the Parish Clerk, Angela Pearce, on 

07532 122671 or clerkbsd@outlook.com
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